
International Day of Prayer for Malta - August 8th 2004 

 
The Maltese Islands lie in the center of the Mediterranean Sea, and although the three islands 
are tiny, they are home to 400,000 people. Malta recently became a part of the European 
Union and also shares close ties with its North African neighbors. Perhaps you know of Malta 
as the place where the Apostle Paul shipwrecked (Acts 28) or maybe you have been one of 
the million tourists who visit each year. Today we ask you to visit the Maltese islands with your 
thoughts and prayers as we identify some common characteristics of a typical village. 

 

Maltese villages often have a 

pjazza (pe-yaht-zah) or square in 

their center, usually in front of the 

church, where activities take place 

and people socialize. Pray that 

believers who witness in the 

pjazzas will find an openness they 

haven’t found before. Ask that 

tourists and visitors be reached, 

particularly those from countries 

that are not easily accessible with 

the Gospel. "For God so loved the 

world..." (John 3:16) 

Each village is governed through a Local Council, responsible for "protecting and promoting 

the common interests" of their area, maintenance, and improvements. Pray for the Local 

Councils, the Prime Minister, Parliament, and the President of Malta to seek and follow 

God's will. (1 Tim 2:1,2) "I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession... be made 

for everyone - for kings and all those in authority..."  

Practically every village has a band club that serves both as a social club and bar and as 

a place for the bands to practice. These marching bands participate in the village festa 

honoring their local patron saint - lively events with fireworks and processions of 

church statues. When Maltese are taught the Ten Commandments, the second is omitted 

"You shall not make for yourselves a carved image... you shall not bow down to them 

nor serve them." and instead the tenth is separated into two. Many Maltese see nothing 

wrong with adoring a particular saint or statue. Pray that that instead they will "Exalt 

the name of the Lordéin the islands of the sea" (Is 24:15)  

 

Limestone buildings and rubble walls are 

found in every village.  There are also 

some ancient stone temples.  Jesus told us 

to build our lives upon the rock of 

obedience to His Word. Pray that Maltese 

will read the Bible, discover for 

themselves what Christ offers them, and 

choose to believe and obey. (Matt 

7:24,25) "a wise mané built his house 

upon the rock... it did not fall..." 

A typical Maltese home is built from local 

limestone, with a flat roof. Many are named in 

honor of saints and almost all contain statues or 

crucifixes. Family is an important part of 

Maltese culture, and often several generations of 

families live nearby. Divorce is illegal but 

separations and annulments are increasing. Pray 

that family values would be strengthened and 

that as people "choose the way of Truth" that 

their families will not oppose them, as is 

common now, but instead will be saved. 
(Psalm 119:30) 

 

 

Most villages have traveling vendors who 

sell vegetables, bread, or even fresh fish. 

Just as these items are easily accessible, 

pray that soon every Maltese village will 

have at least one evangelical church to 

sound out the good news. Pray for the 

existing evangelicals (less than 1% of the 

population) to be encouraged and 

strengthened. Ask that the Lord would 

"add to the church daily." (Acts 2:47) 

 

Every village benefits from the 

Mediterranean Sea, through 

fishing, shipping, and tourists. 

Increasingly, people are seeking 

happiness in the  

pursuit of possessions. Pray for the Maltese to be 

dissatisfied with materialism and instead 

thirst for the Living Water of Jesus Christ. 

"Whoever drinks the water I give him will never 

thirst...ò (John 4:13) 

 

 

In the heart of almost every village there is a 

magnificent church building. The Maltese are 

extremely religious with over 80% attending 

Mass weekly.  Many believe that by "leading a 

good life" they will go to heaven. Jesus said, 

"For it is by grace that you are saved through 

faith, and that not of yourselves..." (Eph. 2:8)  

Universalism, the belief that anyone who is 

earnest and sincere will go to heaven, is 

prominent, but not biblical. Pray against this 

deception as Jesus stated, "I am the Way, the 

Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, 

except through me." (John 14:6) 

 

 

You can contact Team Malta at pray@praymalta.org or visit http://www.praymalta.org  


